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are cited, and the standards by which the lowans judged the
environments good or bad are declared incorrect or inadequate.
Indeed the critics make a devastating indictment of the whole
project; the lowans have defended their research and have been
refuting their critics ever since.
Whether or not environment can change I.Q.'s to the extent
claimed in the Iowa studies is yet to be confirmed. Meanwhile
the controversy continues, and so does research which eventually
should furnish the answer.
Environment and Personality
Clearly environment affects child personality hi major ways.
A child absorbs much from his parents and home surroundings,
his school, his friends, and the neighborhood he lives in. But
precisely what aspects of personality are affected?
Most students of personality make a distinction between traits,
attitudes, and interests on the one hand, and temperament on the
other. Temperament refers to deep underlying trends such as
energy level and mood, which are rooted in endocrine glands and
other organic factors and therefore relatively unchangeable.
Traits and attitudes, however, are less dependent on physiological
bases and more subject to outside influences. Newman, Freeman,
and Holzinger, in their studies of twins, found great difficulty in
gauging personality differences, but they agreed that social atti-
tudes depend on environment whereas temperament and the
"deeper aspects of personality33 do not. Gordon W. Allport pre-
sents evidence showing that personality traits like adaptability,
aggressiveness, and restlessness change but little over a period of
years.
On the other hand, social service records show clearly that
many traits important to personal adjustment may be changed
radically by a change in environment. This change is clearest
in the case of behavior problem and delinquent children placed
in foster homes. Take the following case as an example: